
Commanded to Love 

How fruitful are you? How fruitful are you in the areas that really matter? Do you 

ever feel unfruitful? 

 

We’ve been looking at John 15:1-8 

● God is the Gardener: tending, caring, feeding, pruning, all to get fruit. 

● Jesus is the True Vine 

● All others are false and he is also the True branch, that shows us what 

it is to live the Spirit filled life. Isaiah 11:1,2 . Connected. Empowered. 

● We are the Branches – that often feel unfruitful. 

● Clean: We are already clean because of the Words of Jesus 

● Equipped: If the words of Jesus remain in us, Ask! 

 

Which brings us to the next part of John 15: 

 

John 15 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you obey my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and remain in his 
love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command 
is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life 
for his friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15  I no longer call you servants, because a 
servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned 
from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to 
go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17 This is 
my command: Love each other.  
 

This is an interesting passage: 

● Jesus commands us to love each other, twice (12, 17) 

● He says ‘ You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call 

you servants’. Isn’t that what servants do? Follow commands? 

 

Is a command to love logical?  

● Not If love is primarily phyiscal attraction, romanticism or anything else that 

puts the self before the other. 

○ If our culture is right then Jesus is deluded. 

 

But what if love is primarily a choice and not a feeling?  

● What if real love is first about the other person and the act of my will to 

choose their good and flourishing over my own? 

● Biblical love is covenantal and sacrificial. 

● Then the command to love makes perfect sense. 



○ Everyday you will be faced with a choice. To love or to not. To love 

fully or to love partly.  

○ To be faithful or faithless. To deny yourself and follow Jesus or to 

deny Jesus and follow someone else. 

● This is not about perfectionism. This is about posture. 

 

How do we abide in Jesus? How do we remain in him?  
10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father’s commands and 

remain in his love. 
17 This is my command: Love each other.  
 

It makes sense doesn’t it? 

● We remain in Jesus by loving each other and being in relationship with 

each other. 

● We remain in Jesus by remaining in his body. 

● I’ve sent what offense does. Bitterness. Insecurity. 

○ It stops us loving each other. 

○ It stops us loving Jesus and robs us  

 

Conclusion 

The command to love is not illogical or contradictory - the only thing it contradicts is 

the impoverished view of love our culture has. 

● Love is not about how I feel. Love is about the choice I make to serve 

those around me. 

 

The command to love is the the invitation to intimacy. It’s the call to life giving fruit 

producing relationship. 

● Do you see how this makes us fruitful?  

○ How can a people knowing their identity as loved ones of Jesus 

not make an impact on those around them? Remember ENM you 

are loved by Jesus. Remain in it. 

 

The command to love is declaration of identity. 

● I do this all the time with my children. I remind them of their identity 

○ Love the Lord your God 

○ Love your neighbour as yourself 

 

The command to love is the foundation of our impact 

John 13: 34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 


