
The Master of Dreams: Tragedy 
We’ve been following the life of Joseph. 

● A man with a dream from God. A call from God - to lead, have 

influence. 

● A man with an identity to serve. 

● A man with a soft heart 

○ He served his dad only to be resented by his brothers and 

sold into slavery 

○ He served his owner only to be falsely accused of sexual 

assault and put into prison 

○ He served the warden and his fellow prisoners only to be 

forgotten for years. 

 

We’ve been following the life of Joseph, the master of dreams, because you 

have a dream, a God-given dream and you will be faced with choices. 

● Conflict or comfort: pursue God, the Dream, the call or comfort? 

● Faithfulness or bitterness: continue even when it’s cost you, hurt 

you? 

● Acceptance or rejection of the process, the price? To see a dream 

fulfilled. 

 

How many people never started? How many people never finished? 

● How many people are so certain that all that has happened is all that 

will happen? Have you? 

● How many people forget that God is with them? That is his dream his 

given. A gift. A stewardship. His responsibility. 

○ Did you forget? I have at times.  

 

But Joseph takes a risk again. Another opportunity to serve. He chooses 

faithfulness again and for the first time, the outcome is different. 

Pharoah’s dreams.. 
 
Genesis 41 8 In the morning his mind was troubled, so he sent for all the magicians and wise men of 
Egypt. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but no one could interpret them for him. 9 Then the chief 
cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “Today I am reminded of my shortcomings. 10 Pharaoh was once angry 
with his servants, and he imprisoned me and the chief baker in the house of the captain of the guard. 11 
Each of us had a dream the same night, and each dream had a meaning of its own. 12 Now a young 
Hebrew was there with us, a servant of the captain of the guard. We told him our dreams, and he 
interpreted them for us, giving each man the interpretation of his dream. 13 And things turned out exactly 
as he interpreted them to us: I was restored to my position, and the other man was impaled.” 14 So 



Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had shaved and 
changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh. 15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one 
can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 16 “I 
cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.” 
 
The dreams, the interpretation and the plan. 
 
37 The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. 38 So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find 
anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?” 39 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God 
has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning and wise as you. 40 You shall be in 
charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. Only with respect to the throne 
will I be greater than you.” 41 So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of 
Egypt.” 42 Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his finger and put it on Joseph’s finger. He dressed 
him in robes of fine linen and put a gold chain around his neck. 43 He had him ride in a chariot as his 
second-in-command, and people shouted before him, “Make way!” Thus he put him in charge of the 
whole land of Egypt.  

Hated, scorned, forgotten Joseph serves one more time.  

● It’s a risk. It’s always a risk to serve (humans). 

● But on the other hand it’s always the safest, most fulfilling thing, to 

serve (God) 

● Joseph serves one more time and is promoted!!! 

○ Prison to palace. Fine robes and Gold. A chariot and a wife! 

○ But there’s a reason for his promotion and that’s to confront 

evil. 

● A tragedy is coming. It will kill lots of people. 

● Tragedy is evil. A natural disaster that’s not natural at all. It’s a result 

of our rebellion. 

○ Some people look at disasters and think ‘Why doesn’t a good 

God do something?’ 

○ He does. He gives dreams, and he moulds his man or woman 

with the evil they overcome to stand tall and take risks in the 

day of tragedy. 

 

Conclusion 

Joseph’s whole life has been characterised by confrontations with evil because 

he was faithful to his God who gave him a dream of leadership and influence. 

● Yes pursuing your God-given Dream will propel on a collision course 

with evil. That’s the heart of God. 

● But it will also save people. That’s the heart of God. 

 

Joseph chose to risk injustice again. 

● He’s served before and it’s hurt him 



● But you can never be to sure that what you have experienced 

negatively will continue. 

 

There’s tragedy coming to the city of Melbourne - what will you do? 

● Tragedy has already come for Melbourne.  

 

Will you pursue the Dream? Pursue the giver of the dream? 

● Will you be like Joseph and when the opportunity comes to serve again 

● ENM will pursue our God given dream. 

 

Jesus saw the tragedy. 

Jesus served. 

Jesus served again. 

Jesus continues to serve. 

 

And he serves now through his Spirit through his people. 

● Remember that. Celebrate that as we gather around communion. 

 

 

 

 

 


